District of Columbia Public Schools
August 29, 2025

Dear Parents and Families of Ballou High School,
At Ballou, we are committed to ensuring a safe learning environment for all students. Communicating home about incidents that occur during the school day is important to maintaining strong partnerships with families.

This morning, school administration was notified that a handgun was detected in a student’s belongings during weapons abatement procedures. Per the district’s security and emergency protocols, we immediately contacted the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and DC Public Schools (DCPS) Police, who arrived promptly to confiscate the weapon and initiate their investigative proceedings.

Please be assured that no one was harmed, and the weapon did not make it past our abatement equipment and security officers. The matter was handled promptly and in accordance with our security procedures. All students and staff remained safe and secure during this time, and there was no disruption to school day operations. We will cooperate fully with MPD and follow disciplinary actions in accordance with Chapter 25 of the DC Municipal Regulations (DCMR) as applicable.

I want to acknowledge that this incident is concerning and reiterate that weapons of any kind, including toy or replica weapons and weapon accessories, are not allowed at DC Public Schools (DCPS). I also recognize this incident may be distressing to our students as they learn or hear about it. Ballou’s dedicated wellness team, listed by grade below, is available to students who need a safe space to talk or share their feelings. Please reach out if we can connect your student with a trusted adult.

	Wellness Team Member
	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Communication and Education Support (CES) Independence and Learning Support (ILS)

	School Psychologist
	Marcus Palmer
	Marcus Palmer
	Brianna Boykin
	Brianna Boykin
	

	Counselor
	Chermine Trotman
	Christopher Gray
	Shanni Perrin
	Tasha Salley-Leroy
	

	Social Worker
	Leslie Harper-Lott
	Llesenia Parrish
	Kawther Nimer
	Bentrell Spencer
	Chenine Dyson


Ballou is steadfast in our commitment to maintaining a secure learning environment. We will continue to be vigilant as we adhere to district weapons abatement and security screening procedures for all students and visitors to the building. The safety of our school community is paramount.

If you have any questions, please call the school office at (202) 645-3400 or email me at William.Haith@k12.dc.gov.

Sincerely,

William Haith
Principal, Ballou High School
