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         IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
        FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA
 - - - - - - - - - - - - x
JAMES GHAISAR, et al.,  :
          Plaintiffs,   :
   v.                   :   Civil Action No.
UNITED STATES,          :   1:19-cv-1224 (CMH/IDD)
          Defendant.    :
 - - - - - - - - - - - - x

             Deposition of DANIEL GOHN
                Conducted Virtually
                Monday, July 27, 2020
                     10:03 a.m.

 Job No.:  311164
 Pages:  1 - 96
 Reported By:  Sandra A. Slater, CSR
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begins, "Gohn recalled seeing the emergency lights
come southbound down the GWP."  And the emergency
lights that you recall seeing then was the United
States Park Police?
    A  Correct.
    Q  Okay.  "Gohn recalled hearing over the
radio at one point that the pursuit involved a
four-door Jeep that was dark in color."  Do you
recall telling that to the FBI?
    A  Yes, I do.
    Q  And is that accurate?
    A  It is.
    Q  Does that comport with your memory now?
    A  Yes, it does.
    Q  Okay.  "Gohn waited for the pursuit to
pass and saw two vehicles, specifically a dark
vehicle in front of a single USPP vehicle, which
was a white Ford Explorer.  Gohn was unable to how
many people were in either vehicle, but noted it
was not a high-speed pursuit."  Does that comport
with your memory that this was not a high speed
pursuit?
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    A  Yes, it does.
    Q  "Gohn advised that the Jeep was not
driving in a matter that caused alarm.  It was
just" -- "it was" -- "it just was not stopping for
the US Park Police."  Is that accurate?
    A  It is.
    Q  When you observed this initial chase, was
the Jeep driving in a way that caused you any
alarm?
    A  No.
    Q  It wasn't driving erratically?
    A  It wasn't driving erratically, it just
wasn't stopping.
    Q  And it wasn't endangering anyone else on
the roadways, was it?
    A  I don't think it was, no.
    Q  This was not a high-speed pursuit, was it?
    A  They were probably going a little over the
speed limit, but it wasn't a high-speed pursuit,
no.
    Q  I ask you to turn to the next page, if you
don't mind.  The first sentence, the third
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accurate?
    A  Yes, it is.
    Q  Okay.  So was it your understanding that
they had been in a -- themselves in a pursuit with
this Jeep for approximately a minute before you
joined them?
    A  I don't know how long they were in pursuit
before they got on the radio and I was
(indiscernible).
    Q  Okay.  So the next paragraph, the first
sentence, "When the pursuit passed Gohn, his first
thought there was no speed involved and he
wondered why the Jeep was not stopping."  Can you
explain that to us?
    A  In my experience, it's not uncommon --
it's not a common thing, but it's not uncommon
whenever you turn your lights and siren on,
various people don't stop for various reasons.  I
cover that further down.  They're not speeding
away.  It's possible they don't know there's an
officer behind them.  It's also possible they're
afraid to stop where they're at for a safe

Transcript of Daniel Gohn
Conducted on July 27, 2020 24

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

Case 1:19-cv-01224-CMH-IDD   Document 93-3   Filed 09/24/20   Page 20 of 33 PageID# 1368



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

position.  They might be under medical emergency,
there's other possibilities of why they don't
stop.  Not knowing why they weren't stopping and
speed wasn't involved, that's why I made that
statement.
    Q  All right.  And actually, you specify in
the next sentence when you say specifically Gohn
considered whether the driver of the Jeep was an
elderly person unaware that they were being
stopped, a diabetic person having a medical
emergency or a scared person who did not want to
stop because the GWP was not lighted.  Do you see
that?
    A  Yes, I do.
    Q  Were those thoughts that were going
through your mind in realtime?
    A  Yes, they were.
    Q  So Jeep -- so from here on out, as I read
through this 302, when I say USPP, I may say just
the Park Police rather than saying the initials
each time it's written down here.
    A  Okay.
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