
WMATA Board of Directors 

Metro Headquarters 

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

October 25, 2016 

 

Dear WMATA Board of Directors: 

A proposal to permanently end late-night Metrorail service throughout the system has recently been 

brought before the WMATA Board. We, like our colleagues in Montgomery County and other 

jurisdictions, understand the overmastering importance of maintenance and its relationship to safety 

and we support WMATA leadership in implementing the SafeTrack program to address the maintenance 

backlog. 

We are aware that WMATA staff and the Federal Transit Administration have identified lack of access to 

the tracks as one of the bottlenecks contributing to the accumulation of a maintenance backlog. 

However, no proposal put before the public has explained why permanently closing every line of the 

Metrorail system during the pre-SafeTrack late-night hours is necessary on a continuing basis. With this 

move, Metrorail would have the most limited hours of any large rail transit system in the US. The 

information made available to the public so far about Metrorail’s plans to improve maintenance 

procedures do not justify this. 

The economic future of our region depends on achieving a jobs-housing balance through transit-

oriented development, including in mixed urban-suburban jurisdictions like Prince George’s County. A 

transit system that supports live-work-play hours, not just white-collar work hours, is an essential 

foundation and a social justice issue. Our county’s plans and billions of investments in West Hyattsville, 

Prince George’s Plaza, College Park, Greenbelt, Suitland, and Largo—already committed and in place—

will be jeopardized if WMATA moves forward with this proposal. 

We ask that the WMATA board provide a more transparent study of the equity and ridership impacts of 

this proposed change as well as consider alternatives to improve maintenance before making a decision. 

The complete historical trend of late-night ridership on Metrorail, not just the most recent snapshot, 

must be a part of this analysis. 

If the Board does move forward with reduced late night service, the proposed policy changes should be 

accompanied by plans to augment regional late-night mobility with “Night Owl” bus service so that 

communities can understand and have a more appropriate array of mobility options.  

Sincerely, 

The undersigned Prince George’s County elected officials  



Prince George’s County Council Members: 

Deni Taveras 

Andrea Harrison 

Mary Lehman 

 

Prince George’s County members of the Maryland State Legislature: 

 

Delegate Jimmy Tarlau 

Senator Ulysses Currie 

Delegate Erek Barron 

Senator Jim Rosapepe 

Senator Joanne Benson 

Delegate Diana Fennell 

Delegate Tony Knotts 

 

Prince George’s County Municipal Leaders: 

Malinda Miles  Mayor   Mount Rainier 

Tracy Hadden Loh Councilmember  Mount Rainier 

Jesse Christopherson Councilmember  Mount Rainier 

Shivali Shah  Councilmember  Mount Rainier 

Rocio Tremenio-Lopez Mayor   Brentwood 

Gina Morlan  Councilmember  Brentwood 

Tonya Harrison  Councilmember  Brentwood 

Jeff Clark  Councilmember  Brentwood 

Charles Wiley  Councilmember  North Brentwood 

Sadara Barrow  Mayor   Colmar Manor 

Michael Callahan Mayor   Cheverly 

Laila Riazi  Councilmember  Cheverly 

Mary Jane Coolen Councilmember  Cheverly 

RJ Eldridge  Councilmember  Cheverly 

Maurielle Stewart Councilmember  Cheverly 

Sandra Rodgers  Councilmember  Cheverly 

Megan Daly  Councilmember  Cheverly 

Maxine E. Phifer Council President Glendarden 

Carolyn Smallwood Councilmember  Glendarden 

Cynthia Miller  Commissioner  District Heights 

Joe Williams  Councilmember  Landover Hills 

Jeff Schomisch  Councilmember  Landover Hills 

Sherri B. Downing Councilmember  Fairmount Heights 

Eugene W. Grant Mayor   Seat Pleasant 

Shireka McCarthy Councilmember  Seat Pleasant 

Aretha A. Stephenson Councilmember  Seat Pleasant 

Margaret Judge Pooley Councilmember  Edmonston 



Jack Sims  Mayor   District Heights 

Harryette Irving  Commissioner  District Heights 

Craig A. Moe  Mayor   Laurel 

Edouard Haba  Council President Hyattsville 

Joseph Solomon Councilmember  Hyattsville 

Robert Croslin  Councilmember  Hyattsville 

Emmett V. Jordan Mayor   Greenbelt 

Judith F. Davis  Mayor Pro Tem  Greenbelt 

Konrad Herling  Councilmember  Greenbelt 

Leta Mach  Councilmember  Greenbelt 

David J. Lingua  Councilmember  Riverdale Park 

Duane Rosenberg Councilmember  New Carrollton 

Len Carey  Mayor   University Park 

Elaine Williams  Mayor Pro Tempore Capitol Heights 

Patrick Wojahn  Mayor   College Park 

Christine Nagel  Councilmember  College Park 

Chris Rasmussen Councilmember  Berwyn Heights 


